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ing a ee Ae of the Birth, Care, 
£ucation and long long Life, of Dame Fane Scrimſhaw, late- 
ly an inhabitant in Merchant Taylors Alms-Houlſcs on little 


Tower - Hull, near Roſemary» lane, Who depaated this Life on 
the 25th of this inſtant Decembe?, 1711. 


Fhargived to the Age of a Hundred and twenty ſeven 


Years, ſhe lived in the Reign of ſeven Qreen's, and five 
Kings A 4 
Comm 
| the had Married, the Children by them, tke variety of Co- 
mical Stor ies ſhe told to Gentlemen that came to ſes her, 


The Annual Song before the Queen, and Elegy on her Death. 


Ane; Priptnd 1. f * New . Ali, 1711, 
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Eug land. And alſo of two Protectors of one 
Weelth. To which is added, the many Husbands 


93 
Th 


| 


| 


in her Child-hood; and brought her to be an honeſt ſor 
ol a Girl, and being well taught to Read afi 
| in proceſs of Time, became the Wves to three Husbands 
| © fucceſſively one 
cant be found their Names nor the Place of their aboad, 
by thoſe three Men ſhe had but two Children, and they 

both dyed young. 1 85 od 
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The Hiſtory of Jaue Scrimſpaw, &c. 


in London the 3d of April 1584. in the Pariſh of St. Mar) 
| 4 Bar in the Reign of Q Elizabeth of bleſſed Memory 


Ide laſt Husband of the three (we find )) was free of 
| the Merchant Taylors Company, and when ſhe grew to 
| be what Decaying in the World, the ſaid Company dic 


| Amually ally her a Penſion ; which was ſome part o 
a a ſupport to her in her old Age, and Out-living all he 
| Relations, Friends and Acquaintances, ſhe at laſt was 
| farther obliged to the ſaid Company of Merchant Taylors, 
and they carefully put her into one of their Alms Houſes 
on little Towd-/Ji/ near Roſemary. Lane; in which ſh 
red ax confiderabe Time. 2-5-4 

I The (4 Scrimſbau was born in the 55th Year of the 
Reign of Quee 


He Perſon I am now going to Treat of, viz. Jan 
Scrimſbam was the Daughter of one Thomas Scri 
ſhaw a Woolſtapler by his Trade, ſhe was bor 


Her poor aged Father took great care of her Vin he 


rit, ſhe 


ter the other: But upon enquiry it 


izabeth, ſhe ſaw her overcome all the 
Spaniſh Arefido, la w the Earl of Eftex beheaded on Tower) 


| N of the ſame Queens Death, ſaw her In 
terreqin Neflminſter- Abby; and was then at that Time 
Adoufk ſixteen Years of age. „ 


* 


* 


When King James the firſt came from Scotland, and 


his good Queen Aure; the remembers the Birth of Prince 
Charles and his Brothers, and upon enquiry cou'd relate 
_ every thing touching the Plot of the Papiſts, upon the 
Biilof November; ang the Execution of Faw * | 
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the Pannick fear the French were in when he took poſſiſ. 
{| ſion thereof, and the publick diſgrace he made range 


One Lears. 


Madamoſſelle Heritta Marie Siſter to the King of France 


Baptizing of bim, and who were God-fathers and Gad. 


man's Habit, and compelled to drive him out of Hance. 


bur that which Crowns all; e very readily repeated | 


for the fame ; and after the Death of the aid King Famer | 
and bis Queen, the was much about the Age of Fourry | 


She rergembred very well the Duke of Puckinham's | 
Embaſly to Sparn, about Treating with the King for his 
Daughter, to be a Wife to Prince Charles; and how in 
paſſing thro France to ſee her, he ſet his Affectiors on 


and how in proceſs of Time he was Married to her, and 
after he was Crowned King of England, he was bleſt with | 
a Prince Charles by Name, and in ſome time after he | 
was Created. Prince of Walen. 
When Prince James was Born, ſhe remember the | 


mothers, and as currantly did relate all the Misſortunes 
the bleſt Martyr and pious Children underwent, as if it 
had been but newly done. | 
Oliver Cromwe/ the Protector was with much eaſe re. 
puted, and his black Villanies, and the many Plots and 
counter Plots he invented to take away the Lives of the 
Loyaliſti the ſelling of Kings Lands, Queens Lands, | 
Lords Lands, Biſhops Land, and the Lands of many of | 
the Commons of Eng/and, and how pibouſly he went ro | 
ſeek the Lord God of Heaven, while he publickly Burcher'd | 
his Anointed King. She remembers the many ſucceſsful | 
Battles he at laſt obtain d over the Loyaliſtr, the lutte 


: 


he got againſt the Spairards, when he took Dunkirk, and 


undergo when the King loſt the Battle at Wogre/ter fight, 
was forced privily to go to France in a diſguiſe of a Foot. 


Theſe and many more things ſhe did then remember,” | 


the great High Wind, in which old No Was letch'd bl 
away by Belzebub his * on the zd of Seprember. | 
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[1nd ow that poos Richard was F 


[ind what a va 
the very Tradeſmen remains unpaid to this very Day. 
She remembers that Richard being ſomewhat a Loy- 


1 


{mall time after, was ſoon excluded his Royal Protector- 


[and was before its room, fo it ſoon became abortive, 
and then Genera! Monk began to play his Party, and fer 
put from Scoclund to London, and ali the Citizens was in 
great pain to know what he drove at, and meant; and 
coming into the City, the Citizens ulter'd him to pull 
don their Gates, and enter into the C1: y, and when he 


muned with the Heads of the Cirizer . in whom he cou'd 


ſecluded Members, they wich one Conſent reſolve. on! e 
calling of a Convencion. 


ing ha: time, he had tent privily to Ring Charles the 2d, 
and offer'd to reſtore him to his King: ioms, if he would 


agaitrüt his Majeſty. The King agrees to this, and in the 


1 of Albemarle, and the Cf nvention being met the King's 
[| Letie:s wesc Read in bot! Houſes, and to the great Satis- 
A of the wins. Nitin, was with one Voice deſired 


io return, amd Procleimed Kc of Erglandalmoy at a time. | 
Upon his Reſtoration, ſhe did often repeat the Magni- | 


| ficence of his Entry, and the Royal Solemnity ot his 


| Worſhip of the Church of Exglund, and the Marriage with 


255 re 0 1 OV ® 171 Ne e 
{| >orations of e to take upon him the ProtcRorſhi p. 
Funeral they made for poor Noll, - t har 


aliſt, vſed often to drink his Landlords health, and ſome 


ſhip, and then a fort of Rump Covenam was ſet up alſo, 


and his Army had been there for ſome time, and Com- 
confide, he reveal'd to them his mind. And by their 


Advice gocs to the Houſe of Commons, and plucks the 
Rump out by the Ears. ad alter he had brought in the 


Thc time being come that they hows mcet, N dur- 


but pardon him all Offences that he had Commirted | 


Motrim e ſent him a George and Star, and created him D. 


| Crow nation in procels of time, the Reſtoration of the 


ee of Portugal the King ol Fortagals iter, * 
or 
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Hides Daughter, who the ſaid Duke wou'd fain have 
genied his Marriage, and been Married to another, but 
King Charles the 2d having more Honour aud Conſcience, 
wou'd not ſuffer it to be, That Chanceller ſold Dunkirk 
to the French King, for .10g000 1 That the Plot caild 
Oates Plot, againſt the Life of the King, and the Duke 
was fo weli known to her, aad how at laſſ it ended in the 
Royal Oak Conſpiracy, and Aſſaſſination, and the many 
perſons tiere were Executed on the account of both Plots. 
_ Remembers the Death of King Charles the 24 very 
well, and the various Reports of his bei Poyſond with 
Chocolate, at the Dutcheſs of Portſmonth's, and then with 
| Snuff that was prepared to take away his Liſe, and fo | 
make way for his Brothers coming ta the Crown. | 
When King ] mes came to hhe Crews, he was a little be- 
fore that Eſpouſed tothe Royal Primeſs Murcia, of. the Houſe! 
| of Eltie a Nice to bis Holineſs the Hope, and his Queen | 
was Crowned with him in Welt met. bey, on St. Georges 
Hay, it being pretty Windy and ſomewbat Rainy, and after | 
they were both Crewnsd, Hum J. mas Camcipers Brote com- 
ing out of the Sauttuary, this they ſaid was Ominous protend- 
readed the Downfall of his Monarchie. FE 
The P 


of W —— fhe remembers ill the matter re- 
lating to that affair, and how the (Queen and the Baby were 
forced te make their Eſcapes to France, how the Lord Chan- 
celler, Jcflerys, and ſeveral others we; e taken, and how they | 
were ſent to the Toner, and at laſt how the Ponce of Orange 
| landed at Exeter, to the great Rgjoycing of the Nat ion. 
| And bow Queen Mary and King William dyed, to the great | 
| grief of the three Kingdoms. e 

| Un the Tear 1701. Queen Anne was procltim d to the 
rejoycing content and ſatisfaction of all the Peapie of Great 
Britain, aud theſe and Thouſand more Stories, ſhe uſed to 
acquaint the Gentlemen, who often ſent to her Joynts of Meat, 
| others Fouls and Wine, aud theſe were the S$tgcies ſhe con- 
tinually Entertain'd them with. — 2 
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' Handred Tears of Age, Her Majeſty Queen Anne ſent a } © 
Coach for her, and brought her to St. James's; and | 
| when ſhe came in her preſence, fhe fell down on her Kyees, 
I! and cry'd out 3 God ſave the Queen : And after ſhe was 
permitted to Kiſs ber Hand, a Chair was Brought for 
|| her to fit in, and ſeveral ſmall Plints were given her 
ji 7a Read, and fhe read em veoy curramly witqout any 
Lavectratles, > © + „ 5 
Se Walked without a Stick very upright and quick, | 
i cond Smoak Tobacco 3 and then after ſhe was Enter- | 
| £ain'd | by the Queen, fhe was deſired to fing Her Ha-. 
[i jeſty a Song; and to oblige the Queen and the reſt of the | 
| Nobility, ſhe ſung this following ſong. 5 
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Mafelly- 
N HE Queen God Bleſs, long may ſhe Reign, 
| In Glory Peace and Splendour; 


And may ſbe Heavens Crown Obtain, 

| She being his Faiths Defender. 

—_—_ %%% - "ns 

ay her Enemies mere prevail, 

To diftush her Peace and Quiet; 

| 24 may their Neabess always fall, 5 
* When they begin to Noot. 5 
ix this my Prayer reach, O Lor. 
! Unto thy Throne in Heaven z es 
Wnd may we by thy Glorious Wrrd, 


: 


- 


Ai af! eur Sins forgiven. 
19 8 ; : S | 


|. | After ſhe had ſung hed Songs, being we eren 
* | rye Queen made a preſent of tweni4 Guineas, and 
ſent her home in a Hackney Coach as ſhe came ih before, | 
and thus every New-Tears-day, ſhe conſtantly came to, 
Viſit her Majeſty, and deflgned to come this; but 
Death it ſeems, ſent her of another Errand, to make 
a Vifit 30 the King of Kings, the manner thus: 
About a Forenight or three Weeks before Chriſtmaſs, 
| the was taken with a Shivering gold fit, like an Agze | 
which held ſome time. By and by it would turn to 
a Violent congh, and ſo ſhe continued for the ſpacef 
| of a Week or more, ſhe finding her ſelf ſo very bad} 
| defired one of the Alms-women to lay with her 
| which ſhe very readily conſented to, and the next 
Sanday defired her to go to Church with her, that] 
ſhe might receive the Sacrament, which was Inſti4 
| tuted by Chriſt, for is ſeems ſhe was very good 
| Chriſtian, fo that ſhe continued perfectly iv her Senſeg 
till chriſtmaſs Dae, and then ſhe felter/d in her Speech 
and Ratled in the Throat, and on Chr:itmaſs - Dal 
laſt, in the morning ſhe did; to the great ſurprizd 
of all the beholders, for her Soul parted from hel 
Body fo pleaſantly, as if it bad been wearied of thay 
| Tabernacle it had fo long dwelt in, and on Childer 
maſſ- day laſt, ſhe was imerred in Aldgate Church Yard 
about Nine a Clock at Night. e 
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"RE 'S wy Scrimſhaw's dead, ſure tis but a-Jeſt, 
She's only taking now her Natural reſt ; 
Sane that has lived ſo long upon the Exrth, 
As 2 Hundrd twenty ſeven Years in a breath, 6M 
I's i mpoſſible to I-ofe it, ſhe held it fo long 
And by faying ſh:'s Dead, you do her great wrong. 1 
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e's n he to Viſit The" Bekh. ll e 
hoy New-Tears next, ant chen will be ed” 
Cal un as before; but 0 cruel” Fate ! ws 
What 1s it | lay, 'tis in'yain to eiten s 
| The King of Terrors has made het more 3 
To Heaven he ſent her, on laſt Chriſtmaſ⸗ 555, 
Lure none can miſs it, being in the t. ohi way. 
y which all muſt Eater the ſtrait Gate [ fay. 
Thus by the Bleſſing 6f God and his Son. 

"She Journey'd that day, on that happy Morn , 
Where we 2njoys the Bleſſes of Heaven, 
All Angelical Welcomes fo Diviuely given; 
And glory the gave to God on his Throhe®” 
While ſhe tf us Wreſtling N eie alone. 
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The EPITAPH. 


"BY lies old Age, that's juſt now gone to a: ep, 
| Do not diſturb her. leaſt ſhe makes you weep, | 
Pri a Hundred twenty ſeven Years ſince ſnle 

Beheld the Day of her Natiiy, 

7 d being wearied with ſo long a ſtay, | 

(She: took her flight to 2 on Chriſtmas bu. 


